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The President. Is there a first-grader with
a question? We did first grade. Kinder-
gartner? Go ahead.

Q. Would you like any visitors?
The President. Would I like visitors?
Hillary Clinton. We’d love to have you

come visit.
The President. We love visitors. And we

especially love visitors from home. We love
it when people from Arkansas come up and
see us. But we have visitors from all the
States, and we have visitors from all over the
world. And in the morning we start tours in
the White House, on most days. People can
come and see the White House where the
President lives. They just come in and see.
Very often I stop and talk to them and see
people from all over America there.

Well, should I ask the principal if we can
continue? How are we doing, Ms. Parker?

Jackye Parker. Well, I think it’s about
time for us to have to leave.

The President. Well, I wish I could an-
swer all your questions.

Hillary Clinton. You have good ques-
tions.

The President. You guys ask great ques-
tions. And I want you to have a wonderful
day. I want you to remember what we said
about your dreams. Will you do that?

Students. Yes.
Hillary Clinton. Oh, we have 4-year-olds

here.
The President. Oh, 4-year-olds. Is there

a 4-year-old with a question?
Hillary Clinton. Are you a 4-year-old?

Here’s a 4-year-old with a question.
The President. What’s your question?
Q. Does your cat, Socks, sleep in the

White House?
Hillary Clinton. Yes, our cat, Socks, does

sleep in the White House. And if you come
to visit, maybe you’ll get to see Socks, be-
cause when he’s not in the White House he’s
outside of the White House. And the Presi-
dent’s office is called the Oval Office, and
Socks hangs out outside the Oval Office.
[Laughter] And then he travels everywhere;
he visits everywhere. You know, Socks gets
letters. If you want to write to Socks, Socks
gets letters, and he sends back a picture.

The President. With a paw print on it.

Hillary Clinton. Right, that he has
signed. [Laughter] So I will tell him that you
were asking for him, okay?

The President. Yes, I can see Socks every
day. We put him right outside my office. I
can turn around, look outside the window,
and there he is.

Hillary Clinton. Thank you all so much.
The President. Have a wonderful day.
Hillary Clinton. And a wonderful year,

too.
The President. Bye. I’ll see you later.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:53 a.m. in the
Hillary Rodham Clinton Media Center of the Wil-
liam Jefferson Clinton Elementary Magnet
School.

Remarks at the Dedication of
William J. Clinton Elementary
Magnet School in Sherwood
January 4, 1995

Thank you very much. First of all, I want
to thank Mario. He gave a pretty good
speech, didn’t he? I mean—[applause]—give
him a hand. He looked fine. He spoke with
confidence and strength. And he was brief.
He’s going to win a lot more elections if he
keeps doing that. [Laughter]

Jackye Parker, thank you for making Hil-
lary and me and all of us feel so welcome
today. Reedie Ray, thank you for your leader-
ship on the school board and for your com-
ments. To my old friend Bobby Lester, thank
you for your heartfelt remarks and for your
lifetime of devotion to the children of our
State. To the teachers and the parents, the
district officials, all of you who are here; to
the mayors of Little Rock and North Little
Rock, of Jacksonville and Sherwood; to the
county officials, I’d like to say a special word
of welcome and thanks for their attendance.
To Governor and Mrs. Tucker, thank you for
being here and for your leadership of our
State. I thank my dear stepfather, Dick
Kelley, for coming here today. I am glad to
have him and the Clinton connection here.
And I thank my pastor, Reverend Rex Horn,
for coming. Thank you for being here, and
many others I probably should introduce.

I just was in the media center named for
Hillary, and we met with a representative
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group of students who asked us questions—
everything from whether Socks really sleeps
in the White House to how I handle criti-
cism. So if I forgot to introduce someone,
we’ll see how I handle criticism when this
is over. [Laughter]

This is a wonderful way for us to start the
new year. I’ve had a great stay at home, and
this is a great way for me to leave Arkansas
to go back to begin work with the new Con-
gress and facing our new future.

You know, I was apprehensive when I
heard that you were going to name this
school after me. Most people don’t have a
school named after them until they’re not
around anymore. [Laughter] And here I am,
apparently healthy and able to enjoy it and
very, very happy about it and proud of it.
I’m proud of it because so much of my work
as Governor of this State and so much of
my work as President of our country is tied
to education and to the absolute necessity
for all of our people to be able to learn and
learn and learn.

I thank you for making this dedication a
family affair, for naming the multipurpose
room for my mother, and especially for nam-
ing the library and media center for Hillary,
because, as Mr. Lester especially knows, she
worked very, very hard to take all the districts
in our county here out of court and put them
back in the business of teaching our children
and to help create these magnet schools
which could be a magnet for the imagination
and the potential of all the children of this
area without regard to their race or their
background or their family circumstances.

I thank you for your mission, which is a
real picture of America’s future, core knowl-
edge, technology with a special emphasis on
communications. If you think about it, we
all need more core knowledge in a society
where success is based on what you know
and not just how hard you work. We all need
to master technology because our society is
changing so fast. When these children are
our age, they will be dealing with things in
technology that we cannot even imagine now.

And we all need to learn how to commu-
nicate with one another better because, while
we want to be independent, we know that
we are dependent on one another for our
common success. And unless we can under-

stand each other and communicate our deep-
est feelings and values and convictions, we
won’t be successful.

You know, when I was a Governor here,
I had a very clear sense that Arkansas needed
to work on two things above all others. One
is to create more jobs and to be more com-
petitive in getting jobs into this State. The
other was to provide for the education of our
children and the training of our adults so that
we could compete and win in this tough glob-
al economy. It took a long time to do it. I
am very proud of the work that Governor
Tucker and the others at our State level and
all the folks at the local are still doing in that
regard.

The day before yesterday I heard some-
thing that was music to my ears when one
of the Governor’s economic development of-
ficers told me that the toughest problem
they’re facing now in recruiting new industry
is trying to convince people from other States
and other countries that there really will be
enough people here to fill those new jobs,
because we have the lowest unemployment
rate we’ve had in nearly 20 years. That is
a wonderful, wonderful circumstance.

And I want every one of you to know, as
I’m sure you do, that that didn’t happen over-
night. The credit goes to thousands, indeed
tens of thousands of people, who worked for
years and years and years to turn our State
around economically and to build our State
up educationally.

If you think about where America is today,
poised on the 21st century, that is what we
need to be doing in the United States. And
we need to understand that just as our State
couldn’t turn all of its challenges around
overnight, neither can the United States. But
unless we begin and unless we stick at the
task and unless we refuse to be diverted, to
be jerked from one end of the spectrum to
the other, and keep our eye on the future,
we cannot succeed.

These children deserve a future that is
worthy of the work being done by the teach-
ers, the parents in this school. That’s what
they deserve, and we’ve got to give it to them.

I have worked hard for 2 years to try to
clean up some of the problems I found when
I became President. We have taken now
$11,000 in debt off of the family—every fam-
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ily in Arkansas by reducing the deficit—
$11,000 off of these children’s future. We
have expanded the ability of Americans to
sell our goods and services to other countries,
more than ever before. And we now have
more than 5 million new jobs in our country.

But we know that a lot of folks are still
struggling with the same problems we dealt
with here for so many years: how to get and
keep a good job, how to provide health care
and education and other necessities for their
families, how to make sure their children
have a good education. And so, as I leave
to go back to Washington, I’m going back
to challenge the Congress to do what is nec-
essary to guarantee the future of the next
generation of Americans, and this present—
of this generation of Americans as we move
into the 21st century. I want them to adopt
what I call a middle class bill of rights, to
keep the American dream alive by promoting
education and strengthening family. And I
hope the Congress will adapt and accept that
challenge.

You know, anybody can come up and say,
‘‘I want to give you a tax cut,’’ and make peo-
ple happy in the short run. What I want to
do is reduce taxes for people to invest in the
education of their children and their own
training and skills, so we can go forward and
grow this economy.

So I say to all of you—I got a question
from one of the students today that I want
every grownup here to think about as we
think about what we want for our country.
One of the students asked me when we were
in the other room meeting, he said, ‘‘How
did you not give up on your dreams of being
President?’’ So I ask all of you, first of all,
do you have a dream, and second, how are
you going to not give up on it, just like the
young student asked me?

My dream for our country is that when
we go into this next century we will still be
the strongest country in the world, leading
the world toward peace and freedom and de-
mocracy and prosperity. My dream for Amer-
ica is that the American dream will still be
alive, the middle-class dream that if you work
hard and obey the law you can make the most
of yourself, you can do anything you want
to do.

When I was born in this State right after
World War II, and nearly everybody in Ar-
kansas was very poor, mothers and fathers
were giving their children that dream. And
we ought to give it to this generation of chil-
dren.

So I say to all of you, let’s take the lessons
of the children. Let’s pay attention when
people are talking to us. Let’s listen to all
sides of the argument. Let’s be good citizens
and discuss the great challenges facing our
country. Let’s discount all the politics of per-
sonal destruction and enhance our ability to
think about what is true, what is fair, and
what is important. Let us take responsibility
for the future of this country and commit
ourselves to economic opportunity and to
education, and to doing that in a way that
strengthens the American community, so
that we come together instead of being more
and more divided.

To the students, I say, this is a beautiful
building. I am honored that my name is on
it. I am honored that a room is named for
my mother and that a room is named for
my wife, who worked so hard for your edu-
cation. But the really important thing about
the building is you. It’s what you do here
every day. I want you to learn and learn and
learn.

I want you to say no to the bad things that
will face you. Say no to violence and no to
drugs and no to people who want to take
your future away from you.

But more importantly, I want you to say
yes: Yes, I have a dream for what I can be;
yes, I’m going to live out my dream; yes, I’m
going to do everything I can in this school
to learn and to grow, to be a good person,
to have a great life. That’s what education
is all about. I want you to be good people
and have great lives. Then, having my name
on this school will be the greatest honor any
person could ever have.

Good luck. God bless you, and thank you
very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:44 a.m. in the
cafetorium. In his remarks, he referred to Mario
Hood, president of the student council; Jackye
Parker, principal; Reedie Ray, president of the
board of education; and Bobby Lester, super-
intendent of schools.
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Nomination for District of Columbia
Superior Court Judges
January 4, 1995

The President today announced the nomi-
nation of the following three individuals to
the District of Columbia Superior Court:
Ronna Lee Beck, Linda Kay Davis, and Eric
T. Washington. The President is authorized
by statute to nominate the District of Colum-
bia Superior Court judges from a list of indi-
viduals recommended by the District of Co-
lumbia Judicial Nomination Commission.

‘‘I am confident that these individuals will
serve with distinction,’’ the President said.
‘‘Their legal skill and dedication to the com-
munity will be strong assets to the District
of Columbia and to this Court.’’

NOTE: Biographies of the nominees were made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.

Remarks Prior to a Meeting With
Congressional Leaders and an
Exchange With Reporters
January 5, 1995

The President. I want to welcome the
new congressional leadership and congratu-
late them. I was pleased with what I heard
and saw yesterday, and I think that we’re off
to a good start. The real work is now begin-
ning.

I note that there are several areas where
I believe that we can work together and
where I hope we can work rapidly, congres-
sional reform, the line-item veto. I hope we
can do something on lobbying reform and
on campaign finance reform. I believe that
there are areas we can work together on wel-
fare reform, on health care reform. We can
do a lot of things.

I think we all know that we’re expert in
stopping things. What we want to do is prove
now we can work together to make things
happen. And I’m encouraged by what I’ve
heard and seen.

I also think there is a consensus in this
country that we shouldn’t do anything that
would increase the deficit, hurt the middle
class, hurt poor people who are trying to
work their way into the middle class, or do
anything that would undermine our eco-

nomic recovery. So on that basis, I think we
can look forward to a good Congress. I’m
excited about it and ready to go. And I’m
glad they’re here.

Q. Is it like a compromise—between you
and me—[laughter]—is it going to be com-
promise or combat?

The President. My answer to that is, Mr.
Gingrich will whisper into your right ear, and
I will whisper into your left ear. [Laughter]

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:13 a.m. in the
Cabinet Room at the White House. A tape was
not available for verification of the content of
these remarks.

Remarks on the Appointment of
Michael D. McCurry as Assistant to
the President and Press Secretary
and an Exchange With Reporters
January 5, 1995

The President. This is a live event. Now
listen, you all have to be respectful. I just
saw CNN describe this as a live event.
[Laughter]

To none of your surprise, I am very
pleased to announce the appointment of
Mike McCurry as the Assistant to the Presi-
dent and the White House Press Secretary.
He has done a very fine job representing our
administration at the Department of State
since I took office. He has dealt with the
wide range of very sensitive, complicated,
and difficult issues, and he’s done it very well.

He has almost two decades of experience
here in Washington, but to give you an idea
of the kind of person he is in spite of that,
the only pictures on his wall are the pictures
of his wife and his two children. And they
have a third one on the way. Debra and Mike
told me on the way out here that they were
the embodiment of the family values of this
administration. [Laughter] And let me say I
appreciate the personal sacrifice that both of
them are making for Mike to do this job.

Meeting With Congressional Leaders
Before I turn the podium over to Mr. Pa-

netta and officially welcome Mike McCurry,
let me say that, as all of you know, I had
my first meeting today with the new biparti-
san leadership of the Congress. I was very
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